Chronic fatigue syndrome: gender differences in the search for legitimacy.
This study employs qualitative research methods to describe and compare the experiences of men and women with chronic fatigue syndrome (CFS), focusing on respondents' self-perceived illness experience and relationship with medical practitioners. Data were collected from 59 respondents (18 male, 41 female) in telephone interviews using an open-ended focus interview schedule. While respondents explained the causes of the disease in ways that were largely gender appropriate, they did not experience the disease itself in gender different ways. The evidence of the study points to a clear dichotomy between ways in which men and women experience the disease and differences in the ways in which they are treated by the medical profession.